
CAPSULE SUMMARY 
CT-247 
Prout House 
1775 West Mount Harmony Road 
Owings, Calvert County 
Circa Early 19th Century, Circa 1894 
Private 

The Prout House at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road is representative of a late-19th-century 

farmhouse in Calvert County, Maryland. During this period there were over 1,000 farms in 

Calvert County primarily engaged in tobacco cultivation, with an average size of approximately 

125 acres. The house at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road served as the architectural and 

domestic focal point for one such farm. Oral history reports that at the time Edmond J. Prout 

acquired the property circa 1874, there was an older structure on the site, described as a "saltbox 

shape," with wood shingles on the roof and a freestanding kitchen building which has since been 

demolished. In or after 1894, Prout constructed the front portion of the house directly onto the 

existing dwelling, which was renovated in the style of the day. According to the current 

residents, the house was again partially renovated by Edmond Prout's granddaughter, Dorothy 

Ogden, in 1976. 

Located amidst modern landscaping in a rural area, the dwelling is a two-and-a-half-story wood-

frame building constructed in three phases. The oldest portion of the house is believed to be the 

two-story middle section with the side-gable roof. The circa 1894 addition was joined to the 

original house in an asymmetrical manner popular during the late Victorian era, creating an L-

shaped plan. Oriented northeast, the addition is a two-and-a-half stories with a cross-gable roof 

and a massive, central, interior chimney with a corbeled cap. The building features a central 

gable, 2/2 wood-sash windows, a one-story, wrap-around front porch, and lancet-arched windows 

in the gable ends. During the end of the 20th century, a small one-story, shed-roof entry vestibule 

was added to the southwest elevation of the house and a two-story, gable-roof addition was built 

onto the northwest elevation. Other historic resources on the site include a well located northeast 

of the house and an early-20th-century tobacco barn located behind the house towards the back of 

the lot. 
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1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name) 

historic Prout House 

other Carrow T. Prout, Jr. Property 

2. Location 
street and number 1775 West Mount Harmony Road not for publication 

city, town Owings vicinity 

county Calvert 

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners) 

name Francis J. Pheasant and Laura A. Pheasant 

street and number 1775 West Mount Harmony Road telephone Unknown 

city, town Owings state MD zip code 20736-8936 

4. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Calvert County Courthouse tax map and parcel: 6:309 

city, town Pr. Frederick liber ABE889 folio 481 

5. Primary Location of Additional Data 
Contributing Resource in National Register District 
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District 
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register 
Recorded by HABS/HAER 
Historic Structure Report or Research Report 
Other; 

6. Classification 
Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count 

district un _ agriculture landscape Contributing Noncontributing 
I T h..nHi.Wc\ ~77 commerce/trade recreation/culture 2 1 buildings 
JL buiiaing(s) _x_ private — . , — . . . — „ 

r.t„,M..m defense religion sites 
structure both — — 

X domestic social 1 l structures 
site — — — — 

education transportation objects 
funerary work in progress 3 2 Total 
government unknown 
health care vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources 
industry other: previously listed in the Inventory 

1 



7. Description Inventory No. CT-247 

Condition 

excellent deteriorated 
JL good ruins 

fair altered 

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Located amidst modern landscaping in a rural area in Calvert County, Maryland, the dwelling at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road 
is a two-and-a-half-story, wood-frame building constructed in three phases. Although the oldest portion is believed to be much 
older, the house as it now stands is primarily reflective of a circa 1894 addition and renovation by Edmond J. Prout. The house 
was once the primary residence for a surrounding tobacco farm, since subdivided. An early-20th-century tobacco barn remains on 
the property. 

SETTING. The house is located on the north side of West Mount Harmory Road a short distance east of Southern Maryland 
Boulevard (Route 4) in the vicinity of Chaneyville. The building is situated close to the road on a sloping lot, and is accessed by a 
gravel driveway which runs along the west side of the house and extends all the way to the tobacco barn behind the house. The 
4.35-acre lot features modern landscaping with a grassy yard surrounding the house, young foundation plantings, plant beds, and 
mature trees scattered about the yard to the west, south, and east of the house. The open lot is defined by forested areas to the east, 
north, and west of the house. 

PRIMARY RESOURCE. The two-and-a-half-story wood-frame dwelling rests on a solid brick stretcher foundation and is clad in 
German weatherboard. The building has a compound cross-gable roof clad in asphalt shingles. The house as it now stands 
consists of three distinct sections representing at least two independent building campaigns. The oldest portion of the house is 
believed to be the two-story middle section with the side-gable roof. Subsequent renovations have made it difficult to determine a 
date of construction for the original house from the exterior, but a previously conducted survey of the building states that it had a 
hewn post-and-beam frame with mortise-and-tenon and trunnel joints, and log sills. (1) This suggests a construction date during 
the first half of the 19th century or earlier. If this is in fact the case, then the original house on the site would have been oriented 
south facing the road, and would have been a two-story, three-bay, likely center-hall-plan, wood-frame dwelling with a side-gable 
roof and exterior-end, brick chimneys. This form would be consistent with houses constructed in Calvert County during the second 
quarter of the 19th century. This portion of the building has since been largely obscured by later additions and now exhibits the 
2/2 wood-sash windows of the circa 1894 renovation and recently repointed (and possibly rebuilt) shouldered chimneys with 
corbeled caps. 

The front, or south, portion of the building is believed to have been built onto the original house by Edmond J. Prout circa 1894. 
The addition was joined to the original house in an asymmetrical manner popular during the late Victorian era, creating an L-
shaped plan. It is two-and-a-half stories in height and is oriented northeast. The addition has a cross-gable roof and a massive 
central interior chimney with a corbeled cap. The facade features a central gable, an off-center entry, and a one-story half-hip-roof 
porch that wraps around the east corner. The porch exhibits chamfered wood posts, elaborate sawn brackets and modillions. The 
entry is framed by a three-light transom and three-light sidelights over flat panels with bolection molding. The transom and 
sidelights appear to contain the original glass panes which feature what appears to be a printed pattern. Most of the windows in the 
original portion and circa 1894 addition are 2/2 wood-sash with thin molded surrounds and thick projecting sills, including the 
lancet-arched windows in the gable ends. The three-faceted, one-story, bay window on the southwest elevation has modern 1/1 
replacement windows and original wood modillions. 

During the end of the 20th century, a small, one-story, shed-roof entry vestibule was added to the southwest elevation, and a two-
story, gable-roof addition was built onto the northwest elevation. Other recent alterations include the cladding of some of the 
original wood box cornices with vinyl, and the solid brick foundation, pierced by windows, which appears to have been rebuilt 
during a 1976 renovation. 

SECONDARY RESOURCES. Other historic resources on the site include a well located northeast of the house and an early-20th-
century tobacco barn located behind the house towards the back of the lot. The wood-frame tobacco barn has a solid parged 
foundation with a full basement in the east corner, is clad in vertical flush wood boards, and has a gable roof sheathed in v-crimp 
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metal. There is a shed-roof extension on the northwest elevation. This tobacco barn is said to have been built with materials 
salvaged from older tobacco barns destroyed in a tornado in 1924. (2) 

Between the historic tobacco barn and the house is a modern one-story, wood-frame barn, built circa 1976. The barn is clad in 
narrow vertical flush boards, has a solid brick-stretcher foundation, and is capped with a gable roof sheathed in asphalt shingles. A 
modern in-ground pool surrounded by flagstone pavers is located immediately north of the house. 

Until recently there was a small, one-story, wood-frame shed located northeast of the dwelling. The shed was clad in vertical, 
flush, wood boards and had a front-gable roof. The shed housed an acetylene battery. 

ENDNOTES 

(1) "Prout," CT-247, Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. Maryland Historical Trust, 
Crownsville, MD. 

(2) "Prout," CT-247, Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. Maryland Historical Trust, 
Crownsville, MD. 



8. Significance inventory NO. CT-247 

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below 

1600-1699 agriculture economics health/medicine performing arts 
1700-1799 archeology education industry philospohy 

X 1800-1899 _X_ architecture engineering invention politics/government 
1900-1999 art entertainment/ landscape architecture religion 
2000- commerce recreation law science 

communications ethnic heritage literature social history 
community planning exploration/ maritime industry transportation 
conservation settlement military other: 

Specific dates cl850, cl894 Architect/Builder Unknown 

Construction dates cl850, cl894 

Evaluation for: 

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated 

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of 
the history of the resource and its context. (For compliance reports, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

The house at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road is representative of a late-19th-century farmhouse in Calvert County, Maryland. 

Throughout most of its history until the second half of the 20th century, Calvert County was a highly rural, agricultural county 
engaged primarily in tobacco cultivation and characterized by an isolated, highly dispersed population. At the time of the 1890 
federal census, Calvert County was the smallest county in the state of Maryland both in land area and population, but fifth in annual 
tobacco production behind a number of signficantly larger, wealthier and more populous counties. Just ten years later in 1900, 
Calvert County had more than doubled its tobacco production and had risen to the third largest tobacco producing county in the 
state behind nearby Charles and Prince George's Counties. 

Accordingly, there was a county-wide increase in the construction of tobacco barns and associated domestic farmhouses during this 
period. Dwellings built during this period were largely two-story, wood-frame buildings three or five bays in width, with a center 
hall or side hall plan. Most had side-gable roof or a cross-gable roof with a central front gable, a one-story full-width or wrap
around front porch with turned posts, and a two-story rear ell. Stylistically, they featured such late Victorian era or Queen Anne 
stylistic elements as lancet or round-arched windows, fishscale shingles in the gable ends, and sawn brackets. These elements are 
particularly common in houses built during the late 19th century. By the first decade of the 20th century, houses exhibit less of 
these flamboyant decorative elements and favor a more simplified architectural expression. Interiors were heated by wood-burning 
stoves vented through narrow, square, brick chimneys. 

Houses built during the late 19th and early 20th centuries often incorporated earlier dwellings existing on the site. These existing 
dwellings were often built in the early 19th century and ranged from modest one-and-a-half-story hall-chamber houses to more 
commodious two-story houses. Extant architectural evidence suggests a preference for building the new house perpendicular to the 
original dwelling, forming an L-shaped plan and resulting in a reorientation of the facade. 

During this period there were over 1,000 farms in Calvert County primarily engaged in tobacco cultivation, with an average size of 
approximately 125 acres. The house at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road served as the architectural and domestic focal point for 
one such farm. Oral history reports that at the time Edmond J. Prout acquired the property circa 1874, there was an older structure 
on the site, described as a "saltbox shape," with wood shingles on the roof and a freestanding kitchen building which has since been 
demolished. (1) In or after 1894, Prout constructed the front portion of the house directly onto the existing dwelling, which was 
renovated in the style of the day. (2) Built during the late 19th century the house adopts the standard farmhouse form but exhibits 
flamboyant decorative elements of the late Victorian era. According to the current residents, the house was again partially 
renovated by Edmond Prout's granddaughter, Dorothy Ogden, in 1976. (3) Later alterations left key architectural elements intact, 
and the house today is a good example of a late-19th-century farmhouse in Calvert County, Maryland. 



Maryland Historical Trust 
Inventory No CT-247 

Maryland Inventory of 
Historic Properties Form 
Name Prout House 

Continuation Sheet 
Number g Page i 

ENDNOTES 

(1) "Prout," CT-247, Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. Maryland Historical Trust, 
Crownsville, MD. 

(2) The 1894 date is taken from a woodstove believed to be original which existed in this portion of the house when the property 
was last surveyed. The stove exhibited a maker's mark that read "Baltimore, Maryland, 1894." "Prout," CT-247, Maryland 
Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. Maryland Historical Trust, Crownsville, MD. An interior 
inspection of the property conducted by Kirsti Uunila of the Calvert County Department of Planning and Zoning revealed that the 
top three treads of the stair in the original portion of the house are significantly newer than die lower treads. The baseboard, as 
well, exhibits a seam where me new treads begin. This suggests that the roof of the original dwelling was raised and stair extended 
during Prouts renovation of the property circa 1894. 

(3) Pheasant, Francis J. On site interview by Carrie E. Albee, January 14, 2003. 

) 



9. Major Bibliographical References inventory NO. CT-247 

See continuation sheet. 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of surveyed property 4.35 acres 

Acreage of historical setting Unknown 

Quadrangle name Lower Marlboro Quadrangle scale 1:24,000 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

The historic house is located at 1775 West Mount Harmony Road in Owings, Calvert County, Maryland. It has historically been 
associated with Tax Map 6, Parcel 309 since its initial construction in the early 19th century. The current deed to the property is 
found in the land records of Calvert County in the Calvert County Courthouse in Prince Frederick: Deed Book ABE 889, Folio 
481. 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Carrie E. Albee, Architectural Historian 

organization EHT Traceries, Inc. date 1/22/03 

street and number 1121 5th Street, NW telephone 202-393-1199 

city or town Washington state DC zip code 20001 

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland 
Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 
supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only 
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 

DHCD/DHCP 

100 Community Place 

Crownsville MD 21032 

410-514-7600 
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Pheasant, Francis J. On site interview by Carrie E. Albee, January 14,2003. 

"Prout," CT-247, Maryland Historical Trust Inventory Form for State Historic Sites Survey. Maryland Historical Trust, 
Crownsville, 
MD. 

United States Federal Agricultural Census, 1890, 1900. 

United States Federal Census, 1890, 1900. 
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